UNC to train professionals in child abuse prevention 


CHAPEL HILL – Nearly 2 million children are mistreated annually in the U.S., but most medical, public health and social welfare professionals have little or no training in how to examine of the reasons for abuse and employ proven public health  strategies to prevent child maltreatment before it starts, according to University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill researchers. In response, the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation has awarded a two-year, $666,670 grant to UNC’s Injury Prevention Research Center to provide the much needed training. 
UNC faculty experts will build on the Center’s highly successful national program, PREVENT (Preventing Violence through Education, Networking and Technical Assistance) to implement the PREVENT Child Maltreatment Institute. Over the two year grant period, PREVENT will provide training to interdisciplinary teams of child maltreatment prevention and intervention professionals and help them assess the impact of their approaches to primary prevention.
Dr. Carol W. Runyan, director of the UNC IPRC and professor of health behavior and health education in the School of Public Health, will serve as principal investigator. According to Runyan, nearly 2 million incidences of child maltreatment occur annually in the U.S., yet professionals working in medical, public health and social welfare settings have limited background in the prevention of child maltreatment.  
“In a 1999 report,  the National Academy of Sciences noted that one of the greatest challenges in child maltreatment prevention along with other forms of violence and injury,  is translating what we know into practice, citing the gaps in training of the existing workforce to accomplish prevention,” Runyan said.  “Yet, no federal funding has been allocated for a comprehensive approach to child maltreatment prevention training.  And, training opportunities that do exist tend to focus on treatment of the problem rather than prevention. With implementation of the child maltreatment PREVENT Institute, we aim to close part of that gap and transform the face of violence prevention in the United States.”

Co-principal investigators are Andres Villaveces, MD, PhD, deputy director at IPRC and research assistant professor of epidemiology, and Desmond Runyan, MD, PhD, professor of social medicine, epidemiology and pediatrics.  The team expects the program to reach more than 200 people across the country working in child maltreatment prevention during the two year grant period.

"Participants will learn basic public health and violence prevention concepts, develop and implement plans for new interventions, train others, interact with one another and with researchers, coaches and others to enhance leadership training and consulting skills,” Carol Runyan said. “They also will develop an ongoing network with PREVENT alumni and faculty."

The planned work builds on a cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that developed the PREVENT program.

The UNC Injury Prevention Research Center is a multidisciplinary federally funded center founded in 1987 that brings together faculty experts from numerous other schools and departments at UNC.
The mission of the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation (ww.ddcf.org) is to improve the quality of people’s lives through grants supporting the performing arts, environmental conservation, medical research and the prevention of child maltreatment, and through preservation of the cultural and environmental legacy of Doris Duke’s properties.
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Note: Runyan can be reached at (919) 966-3916 or carol_runyan@unc.edu.

Injury Prevention Research Center Contact: Karen Moore, (919) 843-6618 or ksmoore@email.unc.edu
School of Public Health Contact: Ramona DuBose (919) 966-7467 or Ramona_dubose@unc.edu
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